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WISBOROUGH GREEN  
BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 
 
WINTER MEETINGS  
To be held at the North Hall, Loxwood, the start time is 7:30pm 
 
Tuesday 10th December - ‘Half a Century of Beekeeping’ by Roger Patterson.   
A Christmas get-together so a contribution of a few mince pies or sausage rolls would be 
appreciated (or any Christmas Fayre of your choosing).   
 
Tuesday 28th January - ‘Purifying & Maximising Your Wax Crop’.  Workshop with 
Andy Willis from Southampton. 
 
Tuesday 25th February - ‘Alternative Hives’.  Jim Norfolk and beekeepers from West 
Sussex. 
 

 * Membership Subscriptions now due - see last page* 
 
To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 
to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings. 
  
 

 
 
01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 
01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 
01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 
01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 
01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 
01403 752493 grahammt@tiscali.co.uk  
www.wgbka.org.uk 
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I spent 3 days at the National Honey Show (in October), much of it on 

the BIBBA stand, and as usual spoke to some interesting people. Many 

of the grumbles I have heard before, often from the same people! I have 

an annual discussion with a beekeeper from Yorkshire who is always 

complaining about his local BKA doing nothing for the members. I let 

him blow himself out then ask him if he is on the committee to help sort it out. The reply is always 

the same – “no, I let ‘em get on wi’ it”. I often see him at other events and have the same conver-

sation. 

 

It always amazes me how new beekeepers are influenced at an early stage, often without question-

ing what they are told. Many have clearly taken notice of what is pushed out by the media and I 

don’t know how many times I heard new “beekeepers” tell me they want to “save the bees”. They 

seem to think they can do it simply by mollycoddling them, but in further discussion many of them 

don’t know the absolute “basics”. 

 

On the Saturday I gave a workshop on “Setting up and Running a Teaching Apiary” which went 

down well. I gave my experiences of 45 years or more of our apiary and a bit about some of the 

others I have visited. Virtually all of them already had teaching apiaries, but with problems. They 

came from a very wide area, including one from Scotland. I was answering many questions in the 

afternoon from attendees, many of whom had problems we don’t see, including factions in their 

BKA with different people wanting to do different things, one treasurer not allowing kit to be 

bought, demonstrators arguing and a couple saying their main problem was the number of differ-

ent hives they had, which caused problems managing the apiary. It might sound logical to have 

different hives and at one stage we had five types – WBC, national, Smith, commercial and Lang-

stroth as well as a “coffin” hive. It made the job of managing the apiary a headache, as frame sizes 

are different and you need different bee types for the larger hives than you do the smaller ones. 

There are also problems fitting frames in honey extractors and the number of different queen ex-

cluders. I regularly get asked if we can have different hives and I have recently been asked again. 

When we had a mixture before we found that nobody learnt anything and we have to stock a lot 

more frame and foundation sizes. 

Nell and friend 



A couple of years ago I demonstrated at an apiary in Essex where they had a dozen hives, each be-

longing to different beekeepers. They were all the current years crop of beginners, who took their 

hives home at the end of the season and they were replaced by the next years beginners hives in 

the following spring. I have looked at my photo’s of that apiary and can see standard national, 

brood and a half, deep national, commercial and Langstroth all in wood. I remember one of the 

Langstroth’s was a Jumbo. There were two different makes of both national and Langstroth poly-

styrene hives. That’s effectively ten hive types with brood on six frame sizes. In their case it didn’t 

matter too much because they all belonged to individual beekeepers, but it would be very frustrat-

ing and annoying for us.  

 

I heard a couple of things about teaching apiaries that concerned me. One BKA insists that all at-

tendees at meetings are fully “booted and suited” complete with gloves and wellies and hoods 

must be up before getting near the bees. If you don’t you are asked to leave the meeting. At an-

other anyone who is stung is apparently led away by an “official” who removes the sting and treats 

the area to “mask” the alarm pheromone that will annoy all the other bees. I think it’s reasonable 

that face protection is worn, but in my opinion the rest is gross overkill. 

 

This business about “alarm pheromone” amuses me. I have got stung more than most in my time 

and only on one occasion have I experienced what could possibly be described as that, when a 

couple of years ago I was stung on the hand and another couple of bees pitched in and stung the 

same hand. I simply don’t know where these people get these ideas from. 

 
 
Roger 



 

On November 9th, the day of the supper, I gave an all day “Bee Improvement for All” presentation 

at Bracknell.  I didn’t know when I would finish, so I asked Maggie Turner to make a few arrange-

ments in case I was late for the start. In fact I was early and apart from the organisers I was one of 

the first there. 

 

Martin Hill, presumably knowing the equipment I might have used during the day, asked if I had a 

projector.  I had and helped him set it up on the hall stage, where there was already a sheet draped 

on the wall.  He set a loop going on his laptop that included photographs and captions, some of 

which I had taken and most of which had some connection to me.  I didn’t take much notice of 

them, although I was asked a few questions about the photo’s, and I continued with the evening 

not knowing that everyone else knew something I didn’t. 

 

The organisation and food was up to the usual WG standards, so was the banter and everyone was 

enjoying themselves.  We had the usual announcements, presentation of cups and certificates.  

There was an additional cup that bears my name, of which I knew nothing.  Then I realised I was 

being singled out!  I soon realised the significance of the loop that I had helped Martin set up when 

Geoff Lawes got to his feet. 

 

There were a few surprises lined up for me that I’m told were in celebration of my 50 years in bee-

keeping.  This seemed to be confirmed when a huge cake was unveiled, together with several gifts, 

all of which will come in very handy.  Someone had obviously done a certain amount of research 

because the set of natural history field guides didn’t duplicate anything I already have. 

 

I don’t know how many times I have read the book so many of you contributed to.  There are some 

lovely messages and it reveals the other talents our members have. I think we cold have our own 

art group too!  

I may have been a bit quieter than usual, probably because I didn’t have a smoker and hive tool in 

my hands.  Our meetings are usually vibrant affairs, with obvious signs of members helping at the 

event or helping each other.  The generosity of the WG membership shown that evening is some-

thing I will always remember.  Thank you all very much. 



How did anyone know when I started beekeeping?  All they know is what I have told them and 

everyone knows what my memory is like.  You know what it’s like with older people, the more 

they tell a story the truer it becomes, even if it was wrong in the first place.  No, I’m not setting 

you up for anything, I did have my first bees in June 1963, but my interest started some time be-

fore that.  Come along to the next meeting to find out more. 

 

Each year I try to get the apiary meeting dates organised as soon as possible.  We have to juggle 

with dates in April because of the BBKA convention and the auction.  Once the first date is fixed 

we can set the rest easily as they are every third Saturday and every third Wednesday in between.  

Dates should be on the website fairly soon. 

 

During the winter I will be giving 11 “Bee Improvement for All” days the same as we recently had 

in Pulborough.  There have been two already and feedback so far is very good.  I had over a dozen 

messages following the Pulborough day alone.  In the last few years we have had a queen rearing 

group at the apiary and the intention is to continue next year, but to expand it a bit.  If you would 

like to get involved please contact me. 

 
 
Roger 

The beautifully decorated cake. 



 

We will be continuing with the winter learning sessions again this year.  For those who are new to 

beekeeping and a reminder to those who aren’t, we have a number of topics that are discussed 

throughout a full day.  The content varies depending on the experience and knowledge of the at-

tendees.  The format is the same as previously.  A slide is put on the screen and someone is asked 

a question. If they can’t answer it we move on to the next person, but if they can answer it we may 

elaborate on it.  Nobody is made to look a fool, that isn’t the purpose.  The idea is that we all learn, 

but it gives everyone a clue on what they need to study before the season starts. 

 

The groups are ideally limited to no more than 12 people, so it is a small chatty group.  If you 

haven’t been before, just speak to someone who has.  If you would like to attend please contact 

John Glover glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com stating if you can make midweek or weekend.  

We also need hosts, so if you have a room that will take 10-12 people that is suitable for projector 

and screen please tell John.  The sooner you can let him know, the sooner John can get things 

fixed up. 

 

Roger 
 

 

Following the storm at the end of October there was some tree damage at the teaching apiary. 
As can be seen in the photograph, a tree fell exactly between three hives, Dunnock, Starling and 
Goatsucker in the annex. 
 
A very near miss and had the tree fallen just a 
couple of feet either side the outcome would 
have been very different. 
 
Graham 



 

It was so nice to welcome some new members along to our supper on 9 November at the North 

Hall in Loxwood as well as many 'not so new members'.  Numbers were up this year which I'm 

sure contributed to the lovely atmosphere. 

 

A vast array of salads along with 

cold meats, pickles, veggie quiches 

and bread was enough to fill us up 

but we managed to find space for at 

least one pudding from the lovely 

selection you all made.  Washed 

down of course with something a 

little bit naughty. 

 

 

The total raised for Roger's collection to mark his 50th year in beekeeping fell just shy of £700 

which just shows how much we all appreciate his contribution past and present to the Wisborough 

Green Division.  Geoff Lawes very kindly agreed to give the presentation to Roger, who I think 

was quite surprised - and dare I say, speechless (briefly). 

 

With so much money to spend, we were able to buy him a one hour flying experience in a Tiger 

Moth, a set of field guides including bird and wild flower identification.  His annual trip to sum-

mer school in Gormonston with the Irish Beekeepers has all been paid for the week apart from his 

flights, and of course as many of you suggested, a new jumper was purchased.  

 

A silver cup which has been in Mike Bunyan's family was taking to a silversmith and Mike ar-

ranged for it to be re-worked and re-engraved.  This is now called The Roger Patterson Novice 

Cup and will be awarded to the winner of the Novice Class at the Wisborough Green Honey Show, 

this year it went to Richard Ramsden. 



Penny Howie drew an amazing picture of Nell for Roger and Sue Elliott made a very beautiful 
cake.  All of your written tributes were collected together and put into a stunning book by Diana 
Briault and I'm sure Roger will be happy to bring it along to a meeting or two to show those who 
haven't seen it. 
 
Other prizes were awarded including to Steven Boyce, the George Wakeford Bowl for the best en-
try in the show and Mike Bunyan was awarded the P N Burch cup for the most points gained in the 
show.  Tom Moore, Gordon Allan and Cherry Smith were all awarded their certificates for passing 
module exams this year.  Chris Hannell, Jo Laws and Graham Hunt were presented their basic cer-
tificates.  Tom Shimell, Dave Adams and Ruth Morgan also passed their basic assessment this 
year.  Well done everyone. 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped make it such a lovely evening especially those that arrived 
early to help set it all up and make the hall look so good. 
 
With so much going on, do you think it's time the Bee Babes went into retirement? 
 
Daisy 
 

 
 



 

Getting an ipad for christmas? Are you on facebook? We are, The WGBKA has started a closed 
facebook group.  
 
This group is "secret". This means that only those in the group can see who is in it or see the posts.  
 
We hope that you will join us to read and post news, tips, questions, events, photos and much 
more. We would like to keep it bee related.  
 
If you would like to join us please send a friend request to Martin Hill and we can get you in-
volved. It is not intended to replace the WGBKA website or the email newsletter but enhance 
them. 
 
 
Martin 

 
Paynes Bee Farms have suffered the loss of hives from theft (the specific area is not stated).  It 
seems that the thieves knew what they were doing, so it looks like beekeepers could be impli-
cated.   
 
This has been reported on their Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/pages/Paynes-
Southdown-Bee-Farm-Ltd/167874136576099?ref=stream). 
 
 
 
A great shame that someone felt it necessary to break into one of the Apiaries and steel hives from 
us over the weekend. Bees and beekeepers struggle as it is to now-a-days and dont need thieves 
amongst themselves. If any of you hear of a beekeeper (most likely in the Sussex area) increasing 
his hive numbers at this time of the year (which is very very unusual) please let us know. 
 
 
They ask that we look out for any beekeepers in the Sussex area who are increasing their 
number of hives at this time, as this would be unusual.   Members may also want to keep a 
close eye on their own colonies at this time. 
 
 
Many thank to both Martin and Gordon for bringing this to our attention.  Ed 
 
 
 

 



 

We will once again be offering oxalic acid solution to members free of charge this winter. This 
will be available at Dounhurst on one fixed occasion, details to be circulated by email once we can 
assess the right time, but likely to be in the last few days of December or the first week of January.  
This will be when we expect colonies to be broodless or nearly so, and the bees clustered fairly 
tightly.  On the same day we will have a meeting to treat the Division's bees, so those who have 
not yet experienced this treatment will have an opportunity to take part and learn. 
 
If you would like some oxalic acid solution you must email Tom - stone.house@btinternet.com - 
with the number of colonies you intend to treat. Make sure you get a reply. You will need to bring 
your own container to collect the syrup solution, which will be about 40ml per colony. Plastic is 
probably best, as oxalic acid can attack metal lids on glass containers; clean plastic milk containers 
or small drinks bottles are suitable.  50ml syringes suitable for use with oxalic acid will be avail-
able to buy, £1.25 each. 
 
If you are unable to collect from Dounhurst on the arranged date you can make arrangements with 
Tom to collect from Petworth in the few days immediately after.  The solution will not be made up 
until the day before application/distribution and should not be stored for long, so availability is for 
a short time only.  Under no circumstances should you use old solution (e.g. left over from last 
year) as this could cause serious harm. 
 
We will not be giving specific advice to members on the use of Oxalic Acid but can refer you to 
reliable sources. However we will provide directions for use as follows:- 
 
 
Oxalic Acid – Directions for Use 
 
You have been/will be supplied with a 1:1 sugar syrup solution (1kg sugar in 1 litre distilled wa-
ter) containing oxalic acid, for use as a hive cleanser and as recommended by our bee inspector as 
one element of a programme for varroa control.  The solution is at a concentration of 3.2% oxalic 
acid (weight/volume), more commonly expressed as a 4.5% oxalic acid dehydrate solution. 
 
Caution - oxalic acid is toxic to humans.  Please take great care.  We recommend the use of rubber 
gloves when handling.  WGBKA will not accept any liability following the use of this product. 
 
Application - trickle 5ml of solution directly onto the bees in each occupied seam of the hive, us-
ing a plastic syringe.  The solution should go directly onto the bees, not onto the top bars. Avoid 
metal parts.  Ideally the air temperature should be above zero degrees Celsius; keep the hive open 
for as short a time as possible. 
 
You should record the date and quantity of oxalic acid used, as a part of your permanent records. 
 
Tom 
 
 



 

For several years now we have offered new beekeepers a Beginners Package that includes a hive, 
bees, and tuition. These packages are offered to new members who have been through their initial 
training with us and are ready to have bees of their own.  It is not a ‘bee purchase’ scheme, rather a 
continuation of training, which results in you ending up with a hive of good quality bees at reason-
able cost.  
  
We have a lot of beginners coming through our training programme, and to be sure that they get 
considered ahead of anyone joining us next season I have started a list of names now of those who 
might wish to apply for a package in 2014. The Packages can only go to those who have not had 
bees before and allocation will depend on availability of bees and the suitability of applicants. It 
will not necessarily operate as first come first served.  There are several versions of the package 
with different contents; full details are available from Tom on application. 
 
If you would like to be considered for a package please contact Tom, by email only, at 
stone.house@btinternet.com . Having your name on the list now does not put you under any obli-
gation, but gives us a starting point when we come to the right time in spring. We can't guarantee 
being able to supply Beginners Packages, as the supply of bees depends on overwintering and the 
requirements of the teaching apiary, but we will make every effort to get as many beginners as 
possible started with bees this way in 2014. 
 
  
Tom 

Modules will take place on 22nd March 2014, probably at Storrington Village Hall, awaiting con-
firmation. 
 
The latest date for applications to BBKA is 10th February but they will need to be with WSBKA 
at least a week before that date.  Please note that all modules can be taken. 
 
Applications for the General and Advanced Certificates should be sent direct to BBKA not later 
than 28th February. 
 
Application forms can be downloaded from 
 
http://www.bbka.org.uk/files/library/appform_13c_1381739800.pdf 
 
All exam details are on page 46 of the December edition of BBKA News, 

 



Last year, many of you completed a Gift Aid declaration as part of the WGBKA membership form 
to allow BBKA to claim back income tax on subscriptions. 
 
BBKA are planning to write directly to all members asking them to complete a gift aid declaration 
- this will start in 2014.   As they are now administering this centrally, you will need to complete 
the form they send out, which will replace the form you have already signed.   Sorry for this dupli-
cation. 
 
Gordon 
Membership Secretary 

Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping 
experiences you would like to share, please supply articles and photographs for the 
January edition no later than the 20th December.   
 
 
Graham 

We all had a lovely time at the Bee Supper, with plenty of food supplied by our own members. 
Hopefully everyone remembered to take home their dishes and serving utensils.   
 
At the end of the evening, when I went to collect my plates and dishes one of them was missing.  It 
was used to serve the watermelon and chickpea salad.   
 
Did your husband collect the items from the kitchen at the bee supper? Can you please check your 
cupboards!   Is there a dish residing there that you don’t remember seeing or using in the past?  
Have you been wondering what you can bake in it?  Does it not fit in any of the usual gaps on the 
shelf?   
 
The dish is stoneware, oblong, dark brown on the outside and a dark cream/light brown on the in-
side.   I have had it many years and really would like it back.   
 
Caroline 
01798 343883  
Caroline.drewett@btinternet.com 

 



WISBOROUGH GREEN BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP / RENEWAL FORM: 2014  
Please complete ONE FORM PER BBKA MEMBER.                           

1, Membership Categories 

BBKA Registered Member (made up of BBKA  sub £17, BDI £2, WSBKA levy £1, WGBKA membership £7) -  £ 27.00 
  Includes £5 million Third Party Liability Insurance, BBKA News monthly, BDI for up to 3 hives and WGBKA Newsletters by email 
only. 
BBKA Partner Member (at same address, as above but no separate mailings; both have BBKA website access) -  £ 21.20 
BBKA Country Member (for non-beekeepers, no insurances/BDI but all mailings, email newsletters etc.) -  £ 16.50 
BBKA Junior Member (under 18 - full membership as for Registered Member; must have associated adult)  -  £ 14.00 
Associate Member (WGBKA membership for beekeepers who are BBKA members through another Association) -  £   7.00 
Family Member (relatives of a full member, no specific benefits or insurances. Names to be listed on form)  -  £   0.50 
Social Member (WGBKA only, no BBKA, no bees, gets email WGBKA newsletter & welcome at meetings)  -  £   7.00 
 
2. Newsletters are sent by email.  If you don’t have email, or for any other reason wish to receive printed newsletters by 
post, there is an additional charge of £10.00 towards postage and printing costs. 
 
3. Bee Diseases Insurance (BDI)  
‘BBKA Registered’, ‘BBKA Partner’ & ‘BBKA Junior’ membership automatically includes BDI for 3 colonies. 
Extra BDI is payable if you reach a higher number at any stage in the season. Insurance is invalid unless ALL colonies are 
insured. The additional cost, depending on your anticipated maximum number of colonies, is:- 
for 4 - 5 colonies  add a further £2.00;   for 6 – 10 add £5.25;    for 11 - 15 add £7.75;    for 16 - 20 add £9.50;   
for  21 – 25 add  £11.10;  if you expect to have more than 25 please ask (don’t forget to allow for swarms etc.).  
 
Data Protection - Options:     

On payment of membership, and as a condition of WSBKA membership, your details will be passed to the Regional 
Bee Inspector at FERA for inclusion on BeeBase (the National Bee Unit’s secure database), BBKA and/or BDI for circu-
lars and insurance cover etc. They undertake not to sell or otherwise disclose your details to any third party (registered 
with and in compliance with The Data Protection Act).  

Your details will also be used for our local 2014 Members List which will be sent to all Wisborough Green 
BKA members unless you tick the box here to be excluded.………………..….………………………… [      ] 
 
 
I apply for membership/renewal of Wisborough Green Beekeepers’ Association, as follows:- 

Membership in ……………………………….category (see above) with email Newsletters £ .........'…... 
If you require printed Newsletters BY POST  - add £10.00            £ .........'…... 
I anticipate having a maximum of …… colonies in 2014 so add extra BDI of     (see above) £ .........'…... 
Donation to Wisbrough Green Division Funds at your discretion    £ .........'…... 
Donation to BBKA Research Fund (£5 suggested) ** see explanation below  £ .........'…...  
 

  Total enclosed / paid by bank transfer (see below for payment methods) £ .........'…... 
 
Title/First name/ Surname:   .................................................................................................................... 

 
Address  :       .......................................................................................................................................... 
 
        ................................................................................ Post Code :   ......................................                
Home Phone :   ............................................................Mobile: …………………………………………… 
 
E-Mail (for newsletters and notices)..………............................................................................................ 

                           
      Cheques payable to ‘WSBKA Wisborough Green Division’ and send to:- 

Gordon Allan, Stone House, High Street, PETWORTH, West Sussex, GU28 0AU (Tel: 01798 343470)         
      Bank transfer.:  Account name:  West Sussex Beekeepers Association-Wisborough Green Div 

Sort code:  20-42-58:   Account number:  90086460 
 

** At the BBKA ADM in January 2012, a resolution was passed that “BBKA invites all its members to pay an annual dona-
tion of £5.00 to the BBKA Research Fund collected by the Area Associations”. 


